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VI1EQUES CRITICAL TO MILITARY READINESS

Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee Floyd Spence released the following statement up
the release of the report to the Secretary of Defense from the Special Panel on Military Operations on
Vieques:

“I am deeply disturbed with the Rush Pandl’ srecommendations because of the negativeimpact they will
have, if implemented, on thereadiness of our Naval forces. Absent an alternativetraining sitethat can
provide equivalent training, an dternativewhich our military leadershaveindicated doesnot exist, | must
strongly disagreewith the central tenet underlying the panel’ srecommendationsthat operationsshould cease
at ViequeswithinSyears.

“My primary concernisthereadinessof our fighting forces. Thewesaponstraining facilitieson Viequesoffer
thebest, and most redlistic, training available anywhere onthe East Coast. TheNavy hasalready testified
that thisfacility isthe only placeavailableto East Coast forcesfor training in several warfare competencies
essential for combat readiness—most importantly live ordnanceintegrated and combined armstraining.
Thereisnoviabledternative.

“TheApril accident that killed Mr. Sanes-Rodriguez and injured four other Navy employeeswas atragedy.
Thereare stepsthat can and should betaken to increase the saf ety of operationson and around Vieques. |
strongly support al suchinitiatives. However, | urgethe Secretary of Defense and the President to ulti-
mately reject the Rush Pandl’srecommendeations, to take the steps necessary to increase safety of itstraining
operationson Vieques and to ensurethat the Navy can get onwith thecritical businessof training its

forces”
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